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LETTER FROM THE CHAIR
Dear Members,
2012, our big year has at last arrived. May I wish everyone a happy, healthy and
successful year and one that runs smoothly without too many hitches!
The first exhibition of 2012 has now been installed at Platt Hall and was opened
to the public on January 11th. More about that in the Newsletter.
But let us step back for a moment to 2011 and the AGM on December 3rd. There
was much chat and a really buzzy atmosphere. We all very much appreciated
Lesley Millar and Gerry Diebel taking time out to run through our 50th Anniversary
book, ‘Radical Thread’ just before it went to press. You will now have your copy.
We hope you like it and if you want to buy more copies, details of prices etc are
in the Newsletter page 6.
Another presentation was given by Kat Petersen, the internee working on our
Archives. She talked through the progress she is making and we, as a Group at
the age of 50, are at last beginning to take these records seriously. We expressed
our appreciation for her work and interest.
Now we can look ahead to this very full year and I want you to keep your hats on
because we have been offered another venue, Farfield Mill, Cumbria also this year.
The curator Elizabeth Eaton would like to take a small selection of work from the
Holden Gallery exhibition (July/August) to Farfield Mill for a show in Sept/Oct. She
will visit 62@50 at the Holden Gallery during August and select the most appropriate
work for her gallery space. You will be asked on the Submission Forms whether
you are willing for your work to go on to Farfield Mill from Holden. She will collect
and store the work until installation and then repack and store it until the end of
November when members, coming up for the final bash, will have the opportunity
of picking up their work up from Farfield Mill if it is convenient. So there will be a
minimum of fuss and yet another exposure for us in 2012.
The preparations for that final weekend at Harrogate, the Knitting and Stitching
Show, are gathering pace and you will have had a request from Andrew Salmon
to express an interest/or not, in attending the Symposium and/or the Dinner on
Saturday November 24th. When we have an approximation of numbers, we can
finalise the plans.
Looking way ahead to Japan in 2013, you will see from the accounts that we have
been given a very generous donation by Shizuko Kimura to facilitate taking our
work to Japan. We have expressed our heartfelt thanks to Shizuko and are
investigating shipping costs etc to see if this is still a viable option.
My best wishes to you all. I hope that you will make great strides forward with your
work. Let’s make this a year to remember!
Jae Maries
With your newsletter this time - as separate attachments:
*Minutes of committee and AGM meetings on Dec 3rd 2011 + Accounts
*Up-dated membership list
*Website information
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CURRENT MEMBERSHIP LIST
The new, updated membership list is attached with this Newsletter as a separate
file.
Please print out the new list and discard the old one.
Any corrections or alterations should be sent to Marilyn Rathbone
marylin.rathbone@talk21.com
EXHIBITIONS
Platt Hall - Selection
Date: Wednesday January 4th 2012
Selection Panel: Jae Maries, Ann Goddard, Claire Johnson, Jane McKeating, Rosie
Gnatiuk (Gallery representative)
Paperwork: Julia Burrowes
Selection results:
o
o
o
o
o

Number of members submitted work: 28
Number of works submitted: 33
Number of members accepted: 26
Number of works selected: 30
Number of works rejected: 3

The selection guidelines were followed & this worked very well.
We had intended to install the work on the following two days however this wasn’t
possible because the gallery had to have the floor replaced. We did manage to
provisionally place the selected pieces on the Friday. Rosie and Adam, the gallery
assistants, will hang it all on Monday and Tuesday.
And thanks to all the members who donated work to be sold at Platt Hall. We have
had a good response.
We hope to have photographs and a review of this show in our April Newsletter.
The Exhibition runs until 19th May.
Holden Gallery - Stewarding
Please will all members take note that we have to steward this exhibition. The
gallery is open 10am – 4.00pm Monday to Friday from 16th July to 17th August
and we need at least one 62 Group member there all the time. Help will also
be needed with selection, putting up and taking down. Please contact Heather
Belcher about the exhibition (full details were in the last Newsletter) and Penny
Burnfield about stewarding.
We need everyone to help, but as our budget is very limited we can only offer
minimal financial support. So far I have only heard from 2 people!
If you live within a day trip to Manchester it would be helpful if you could offer to
do some stewarding soon, so we can begin to fill in the rota. Those living further
afield are very welcome too, but we can only offer up to £50 travelling expenses,
and no accommodation costs. (see Treasurer, October newsletter)
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Members travelling from a distance may need to stay overnight. I have collected
the following information.
Heather Belcher and Jane McKeating both can offer a spare bed, which would be
available for members involved in stewarding etc. (But Jane is away from home
between 28th July and 6th August, and Heather will be away for the last week of
the show). To minimise the impact on their lives it would be good if you could take
your own bed linen/towels.
The university MAY be able to offer some student accommodation. If you are
interested in this option please will you contact me as I think it would be best if we
dealt with them as a group. Please note you have to book for 4 nights, but don't
actually have to stay that long. Rooms are likely to be available after July 14th.
Here is an extract from their email:
"The best time to contact us would be the beginning of June. There is a minimum
stay of 4 nights. The price last year was £18.00 per night or £84.00 for the week,
which is considerably cheaper than most hotels in Manchester. It would still be
cheaper to book for 4 nights rather than 1 night in a Manchester City hotel. I would
expect the price to go up by only a small amount this year."
I have also been given the details of two hotels that are near to the Gallery.
Holiday Inn Express. Oxford Road. 2-3 minutes walk away
www.hiexpress.com/hotels/gb/en/manchester/mchor/hoteldetail
Travelodge. Upper Brook Street. 8-10 minutes walk away
www.travelodge.co.uk/search_and_book/hotel_overview.php?hotel_id=523
Any other offers or suggestions about accommodation would be warmly welcomed!
Please contact me: penny.burnfield@andover.co.uk
Forms for the Holden Gallery show will be sent out with the April Newsletter.
Farfield Mill
Some of the work at the Holden Gallery will be shown in a smaller show at the
Dover Gallery, Farfield Mill, Cumbria. If your work is exhibited at Holden, you will
be asked if you are willing for it to be considered for this extra exhibition. As you
will see it should involve our members in very little extra work.
Selection: Elizabeth Eaton (who is curating the exhibition) will come to the Holden
Gallery in August to make the second selection, with our help. The final participants
list will be confirmed after that.
Transport / Delivery: Farfield Mill will collect the selected artwork from the Holden
Gallery after Saturday 18 August.
Storage: Artwork will be stored at Farfield Mill from the end of the exhibition until
the end of November (to give participants an opportunity to collect their work while
they’re in the north for the 2012 Knitting and Stitch Show at Harrogate).
If any member would like to visit the space in the next few months please contact
Sara Last, Centre Manager, on 015396 21958.
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Exhibition title: 62@50
Exhibition run: Sat 22 Sept to Sun 11 Nov 2011
Selection: second week in August at Holden Gallery
Take down: Tues 13 Nov
Storage/collection: work can be held until 30 Nov (until the end of the Knitting &
Stitching Show at Harrogate)
Preview: Fri 21 Sept (6-8pm) or Sat 22 Sept (2-4pm)
Gallery Website: www.farfieldmill.org

2012 ANNIVERSARY PROGRAMME
Exhibitions: New Details and amendments are in red
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Each venue will have a Group member in charge who will head up a team to run
the exhibitions.
Platt Hall: Ann Goddard:

anng220@hotmail.com

Holden Gallery: Heather Belcher (exhibition) heatherbelcher@btinternet.com
Penny Burnfield (stewarding) penny.burnfield@andover.co.uk
Alexandra Palace: Shuna Rendel:
rendel@lineone.net
Dublin: Elaine Megahey:
elainemegahey@talktalk.net
Harrogate: Clyde Olliver (exhibition):
clydeolliver@hotmail.co.uk
Helen Weston (afternoon/evening event)
h.weston@talk21.com
Rachel Gornall (afternoon/evening event)
rachelgornall@gmail.com
NB. You will have received, by post, the provisional details of the Harrogate Event
from Andrew Salmon. Please reply if you have not already done so.
WEBSITE
It is really important that all Members have a page on our 62 Group website - and
keep it updated. Many people will look at our website in this, our anniversary year.
The Group, and you, personally, need to be well represented. If you feel that your
computing skills are not up to this, please contact Joanna Kinnersly-Taylor and
she will help you.
So please look at your page on the website and update. Joanna would love to hear
from you!
joanna@joannakinneslytaylor.com
You will find a website information package as a separate attachment with this
newsletter. Read it through and print out the pages you need.
If you have not yet got a page set up on the website, information about yourself
and your work will be needed to accompany your images. Or if you are a member
already represented on the site and wish to edit existing text please see pages 3
and 4 for further information.
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RADICALTHREAD.
By the time you receive this Newsletter, you should be in possession of your
complimentary copy of RADICALTHREAD.
I’m sure you will agree that it presents the 62 Group in a very professional light
and is a prestigious publication which will underpin our 50th. Anniversary celebrations
and remain a classic legacy of 2012. We would like to extend our thanks to Professor
Lesley Millar for collating and refining all the questionnaires and writing a very
erudite essay which skillfully draws together all the diverse threads of our roots,
routes and outcomes.
If you wish to order more copies of RADICALTHREAD. for gifts or to resell, Please
send a cheque to Julia Burrowes, The Hollies, Hollybush Hill, Stoke Poges, SL2
4PX. (See info below from Julia)
A very big ‘Thank You’ to everyone who helped raise money for this publication.
From Fiona Rutherford:
RADICALTHREAD. will be launched at our first exhibition of the year at Platt Hall.
We will be sending out a promotional e-flyer for the launch of RADICALTHREAD.
to all members. It is important that we maximise publicity.
Please could you forward the flyer, when you receive it, to your contacts and
publicise the book as widely as possible.
Our thanks go to Sue Stone's husband Dave for designing the flyer.
If you have any marketing ideas for our 50th. anniversary celebrations you would
like to share, please contact Fiona Rutherford at
fiona@e-rutherford.freeserve.co.uk
From Julia Burrowes:
Information for members wanting extra books to sell on.
The books are available to members at £ 14.00 each and the following post &
packing charges apply:
1
2
3
4

Book
Books
Books
Books

5 Books

£14.00 + £2.50 = £16.50
£28.00 + £3.75 = £31.75
£42.00 + £5.11 = £47.11
£56.00 + £5.11 = £61.11 (this price is correct they fall into the
same weight band as 3 books)
£70.00 + £8.26 = £78.26

If anyone wants more than 5 books they would probably be cheaper by courier
but they can look into that and phone or email me. Orders are slow at the moment
so I hope Members take up the offer. They will make £5.00ish per book without
the postage costs.
Cheques payable to the 62 Group
The documents are available as a PDF file or a Word file.
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This article first appeared in the January/February edition of Embroidery magazine
and is reproduced with their permission. Visit
www.embroiderersguild.com/embroidery

1962 - 2012 Fifty Years of Innovation and Creativity
in Textile Art
The 62 Group of Textile Artists celebrates its 50th. Anniversary
My, how time flies when you are having fun! And the past 50 years, for the 62
Group of Textile Artists has certainly been exciting and challenging.
Our ‘raison d'ê'90tre’ has been, not only to create an environment to encourage
the development of our members’ work through the formation of a collective of
professional artists but we have always addressed another serious underlying
question:
How do we get Contemporary Embroidery and Textile Art exhibited and recognised
as a serious art form so it can take its rightful place alongside the Fine Arts?
In 1962, a small number of Embroidery lecturers and recent graduates posed the
same question and decided to form a group to meet, exchange ideas and exhibit
together. ‘We wanted to make a difference in people’s attitude to embroidery...’ and
‘share our excitement with fabrics, stitching, textiles and colour’ (Jennifer Gray
founder member). But there were few opportunities to exhibit contemporary
embroidery. The division between the Fine Arts and Crafts was much more defined
in the 1960’s than it is today, so much so, that galleries would refuse to consider
contemporary embroidery and innovative textile art, worthy of a space on their
walls. So when Alison Erridge, Jenny Gray and Joy Clucas founded The 62 Group
of Textile Artists, the outlook was bleak. Fortunately, at this point the Embroiderers’
Guild stepped in and graciously offered two upstairs rooms at their headquarters
in Wimpole Street, London for meetings and the 62 Group of Textile Artists was
established. The Group’s close association with the Embroiderers’ Guild lasted for
about twenty years and their first exhibition was at the Guild Headquarters in
Wimpole Street. Alison Erridge writes about people’s reaction to the first show: ‘We
were amazed at all this work - so different, so genuine, so unknown’.
The excitement at seeing the creativity and enthusiasm of the other exhibitors,
spurred the Group on into searching for prestigious venues and expanding the
membership. Very soon the Group grew beyond solely embroiderers to a broader
base with artists working in other techniques disciplines. That tradition continues
today with 57 exhibiting members, including many high profile textile artists, producing
high quality work in many diverse media.
So how did we reach this venerable age?
Probably the main reason is that we have a strict selection procedure for initial
membership. However, once a member, life does not get any easier because if a
member’s work is rejected for three consecutive exhibitions, they forfeit their place.
This rigorous approach results in work that is of the highest standard and also
allows the membership to slowly change as new members come in and others
leave.
We also have a policy of mounting one major exhibition every year, so our members
are committed to producing their most creative work on a regular basis. This is
subsequently judged by their peers on selection panels when submitted for each
exhibition.
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Looking back over the years, we can be justly proud of our influence on textile art
since 1962. Education has always been an important part of our ethos and through
many of our members holding important teaching and lecturing posts, we have had
a major hand in expanding the acceptance of experimental textiles into the general
curriculum in schools, colleges and universities. Many members offer workshops
or short courses but people not able to attend such courses are not forgotten they
have access to the large number of well-respected books written by 62 Group
members.
Our impressive exhibition record demonstrates perhaps the greatest impact our
Group has had on students, teachers and the general public. Many museums and
art galleries have hosted our shows including the National Museum of Wales, Cardiff
1975, Leicester Museum and Art Gallery 1987 and the Victoria and Albert Museum,
London in 2002. We have also exhibited abroad in Japan 1984/5 and 1992, Tel
Aviv, Israel, 1998 and The Netherlands in 1993 and 2010. Looking back we have
mounted 85 exhibitions in the past five decades which have reached all corners
of the UK and abroad.
Unlike the bleak situation in 1962, many galleries and museums are now aware of
the wide discerning public demand for high quality, innovative textile exhibitions,
such as those by the 62 Group.
What does the future hold for us? Will the 62 Group of Textile Artists continue to
evolve and change as it has done in the past and what direction should it take?
Perhaps a glimpse into our future plans will hold a clue. In 2013 when we will have
a challenging year with two very contrasting shows. We will be exploring the natural
environment as we foray into ‘Pink Wood’, Bruton in Somerset during Somerset
Arts Week (September 2013) and then we are off to Japan in October 2013 to
mount a large show there.
We are still looking forward, continuing to demand work of the highest professional
standards from our members and always looking for serious and innovative artists
to join the Group - artists who ‘allow full reign to their own creativity’ (Jennifer Gray)
through the exploration of this fascinating and diverse medium.
It is a tribute to the dedication of our members that we have reached this amazing
age. I am confident that we will continue to grow and evolve over the next 50 years
and keep our work at the forefront of innovative textile art. The members’ energy
and commitment is as evident today as it was back in 1962 when the founding
members started the Group on this long road.
To the immediate future:
We are all working extremely hard to produce strong new work for our anniversary
year. Not only do we have an ambitious exhibition programme lined up (see below)
but, also as part of our education remit, we are publishing a 62 Group Book,
‘RADICAL THREAD’ due out in December 2011. The text will be written and
collated by Professor Lesley Millar M.B.E. who will describe developments in the
Textile Arts over the past 50 years and will explore the roots of the current practice
of our members in this context. With128 pages and illustrated by the work of our
57 exhibiting members, this will be a fascinating read and a valuable reference
book for students, teachers, practitioners and the wider public.
Jae Maries (Chair)
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The selected illustrations show 62 Group members’ work over the last 50 years.
They are:
Jan Beaney
Jennifer Gray
Herta Puls
Louise Baldwin
Eirian Short
Caren Garfen
Alice Kettle

Underground Cables
Growing Jade
A-Z
Border
The Morvil Foxes
Wafer Thin
Ruko

1967/8
1966
1970s
1990s
1980s
2010
2011

62 GROUP BLOG
www.newsletterpics.blogspot.com
The blog was originally set up to show colour images that were not possible to
include in our black and white printed newsletter. The title and caption details were
kept anonymous with no mention of '62 Group' or individual names so that as far
as 'Google' and the world was concerned, it is comparatively private.
As we now receive a digital newsletter you can see each image in full colour,
although not a large number of images are possible as it is sent as an email
attachment.
The role of the blog has therefore changed; it can now be used as an additional
platform to show images which are related to but not part of the newsletter.
At the moment, it is being used to show a large number of images of Pinkwood to
give members an idea of this space as a potential for our outdoors exhibition in
2013. The blog has also been used to show a full range of images of each exhibition
so everyone can get an idea of how it looks and how their work fits in.
You can 'right click' on any one to download and save it yourself. Remember that
everyone else can also do the same. It might be good to discuss whether to make
the blog a private one where we would need a passowrd to access it. This means
that it will be entirely private and the world wide web cannot access it.
Discussion points ·To make the blog a private one, with the password given only to 62 Group
members.
.To make it a fully public one and to add artists names to captions so that
'Google' can find us.
·To create a second blog and make it a private one.
·To create a section on our website instead of a private blog accessible with
our own password.
Sian Martin
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MEMBER'S NEWS
From Sumi Perera
Sumi will be showing at the following exhibitions:
London Original Print Fair, Royal Academy, London 19th-22nd April 2012
Designer Crafts at the Mall, Mall Galleries, London. 6th-15th January 2012
International Print Triennial, Galerie 96, Prijedor, Bosnia & Herzegovina. 9th
Dec-14th Jan 2012
Mini Picture Show, Bankside Gallery. 48 Hopton Street, London. 25th Nov22nd Jan 2012
NEWSLETTER TEAM
We should have lots of news in our 50th Anniversary year.
Keep it coming in please. Next deadline is 31st March for the April newsletter.
Happy New Year!
Paddy, Sian and Penny
62 Group's blog: www.newsletterpics.blogspot.com

STOP PRESS

Jae doing a presentation & Audrey doing a spot of marketing for THE BOOK at the
PV at Platt Hall
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